
Home

MODALITYWE

Like everyone else, I started with the QWERTY typing system on my cell phone. The one thing 
I hated most about it, is that no matter how careful you are with it, there is always a chance of 
hitting the wrong key due to the fact that the keys were so small. When I heard of alternatives 
to the QWERTY system, I jumped on it. There were many that I tried. First, of course, there was 
“Swype”. Which to me was ok, but I Never quite liked it for a few reasons. First, it seemed to 
take longer to type with the swipe system, since you are not simply doing a tap, but having to 
swipe all over the keyboard. Of course, this also caused a lot more movement with your fin-
gers, and swipe was not always very accurate. From there, the alternative keyboard layouts 
came out. I really enjoyed the layouts, however, they all had major flaws with them.
 
Most of these keyboards relied on some sort of a swipe system. For example, having to swipe 
over a line in a certain direction to get a particular letter. Or, swiping from one large key, in a 
particular direction. I liked these keyboards, however, they also were not very accurate. You 
had to be extremely precise, otherwise, it would give you the wrong letter, which happened 
quite often. It also adds another hand motion. Now instead of just poking a key, you were 
poking, holding, and moving. When your fingers hurt, that is not always the best action to 
take. Of course, even without painful fingers, the extra motions are of course not healthy to be 
doing constantly. Unfortunately, I found most alternative layout keyboards required some sort 
of swipe action.
 
One would think the answer to this issue was voice to text. Voice to text is great, however, I 
also find that a lot of the time, voice to text is not accurate. It is also impossible to use if you 
are in public, unless you want the world to know what it is you are saying.
 
I then found the keyboards that has the octagon layout. Larger keys, that “fit” together be-
cause of its octagon shape. This seemed like a great solution, however, because the keys were 
larger, despite the space saved with the octagon layout, it still was quite a large keyboard. 
This caused a great deal of finger movement. Which again, is not good when your fingers 
hurt, and for that matter, not healthy for healthy fingers either.
 
Eventually, my hands started to give me trouble. I had an unstable thumb joint, I had a trigger 
finger in my thumb, tendonitis, and something else that I cannot remember the name of. That 
is just one hand. My surgeon told me that I am destined to have arthritis in my hands. I have 
issues with the other hand too, but the extent of it is still not yet known, as I will look into it 
after the first of the new year. Anyway, I had surgery on my hand. It was required in order to 
help the thumb joint, for it to be pinned in place. This meant for a whole month, I was in a 
splint, then a cast, and not allowed to move the hand at all. This meant typing as well. When 
you are one handed, the last thing you want to do is have a large keyboard where you have to 
reach for the keys. It is almost impossible. The alternative keyboards that rely on swiping is 
also hard, because when you are holding your phone and having to swipe with the same 
exact hand, it is actually more difficult then you would think it is. The D pad of Modality was 
fantastic. With it, I was able to hold my phone with one hand, and just tap the D pad which 
was in a small area, which meant, not having to reach for keys, which was a great help. Back 
then, I had a Zmax ZTE Pro, which was a large phone. So the D pad allowed me to hold the 
phone with my hand, yet, still reach the D pad as it was near the edge. Keep in mind, I did not 
have another hand to help me, I was literally one handed for a month.
 
The surgery I had on my hand, unfortunately, was not 100 percent successful. I still have pain 
in my hand, and my other hand is extremely bad. So once again, not having to move my fin-
gers all over the place, is definitely something that is extremely needed.
 
After I healed, one of the keyboards that I had before Modality was updated. Curious, I went 
over to it to see how I liked the update. Where the update was nice, it dawned on me at that 
moment just exactly how much you move your fingers on other keyboards. Even small key-
boards, that you have to swipe your finger over a line to get a letter to register, is a lot of 
movement, because you have to take your finger from one side, and slide it across a line, for 
each and every letter. One does not realize just how much movement it is, until you use Mo-
dality, and then go back to it.
 
I loved Modality version 1. I loved the way it looked, I loved how it worked. I got real con-
cerned when I read you were totally redoing Modality. I read your reasoning, and gave some 
thought to your words. I kept an open mind. So when you released Modality Version 2, I was 
quick to get it, keeping your rationale behind the changes in mind. I did not have much of a 
chance to use the keyboard yet, however, I did send a few text messages with it. I do have to 
say, you were 100 percent correct. I love the fact that I no longer have to double tap on any-
thing, as sometimes, the double tap did not register. I love the fact that I can click on the more 
button, and see a whole list of words, instead of swiping over a D pad to see more words. I 
love that I do not have to do two motions in order to get the first letter. That is one less move-
ment, and with painful hands, that means more then you think it would. I now see that the 
changes you have made to Modality is indeed logical. I love the black background, with the 
colored keys. I love how easy it is for me to add words to the dictionary. I was extremely skep-
tical about arranging the letters based on shape, however, once I got to used it, I saw the logic 
in that as well, and can see why it is it makes sense. Even when I could not find the letter, I just 
asked myself “what does the letter look like” and I pressed the button with letters that looked 
the same (meaning, curvature).. I had not been wrong yet. I also love that you now have all 
those emoji. I also love the sounds. They are not harsh, and very pleasant. Modality 2 is defi-
nitely my keyboard of choice! Now, we just need German so I can use it when I practice 
German on the phone! Thank you for a fantastic keyboard!

I was planning on spending a lot more time with Modality 2.0 before giving you any feedback, 
but I'm so immediately impressed that I couldn't wait to get back to you with some initial 
thoughts!

I can immediately see the improvement over the previous version. I'm surprised that I find it 
MUCH easier to learn to use than I did with the layout in the original version. Don't get me 
wrong, at this early stage I'm still typing pretty slowly, but I'm improving at a surprising rate. I 
don't know how you worked out how this layout and letter grouping is a good idea, but I'm 
impressed, you've outdone yourself.

Also, I think you're right... I feel like using my watch more now because it's just a lot more fun! 
This version just wants me to keep coming back and playing with it. It's satisfying pressing 
those colourful buttons and noticing how my brain adjusts to get more and more used to 
typing this way again, more so than I noticed with the previous version. 

Joyful Machines indeed, an apt name! I look forward to the Android version! Though, I'll be 
honest, it'll be a hard sell over Google Keyboard, which I'm a massive fan of. Being able to 
slide my finger on the space bar to move the cursor, gif search integration, having email ad-
dresses pop up as suggestions after typing a few characters... I honestly think these will be 
hard things to compete with! But I like what I'm seeing so far, and if the Android version is 
anywhere near as good as the watch version, I can't wait to have a play not :)

Thanks for your efforts in bringing this to the world!

I first found Modality a couple of years ago when it was in its early stages. Typing was never 
my favorite thing. I have a disability called Cerebral Palsy and I don't have fine motor control 
in my hands and arms. Typing on an iPad was more comfortable than typing on a computer, 
but iPad keyboards still didn't feel right. Although it took me a while to get used to and under-
stand, I liked the fact that typing on Modality only required me to press four buttons in one 
small area of the keyboard. 

I started using the revised version of Modality at the end of this summer. Once I learned the 
letter arrangements, typing became very easy. I began to think of pressing the buttons in 
terms of patterns to get the words that I wanted, which made typing fun and challenging. The 
developers of the keyboard are very open to feedback, and so it was cool to be able to give 
suggestions and ideas, especially since I had been looking for a great keyboard for such a 
long time. 

The latest version of this keyboard app is easy to use and
the interface is very intuitive!

I began to think of pressing the buttons in terms of patterns to get the 
words that I wanted, which made typing fun and challenging. The devel-
opers of the keyboard are very open to feedback, and so it was cool to 

be able to give suggestions and ideas.
(READ THE WHOLE STORY BELOW)

Even small keyboards, that you have to swipe your finger over a line to 
get a letter to register, is a lot of movement, because you have to take 
your finger from one side, and slide it across a line, for each and every 

letter. One does not realize just how much movement it is, until you use 
Modality, and then go back to it... Thank you for a fantastic keyboard!

(READ THE WHOLE STORY BELOW)

FOR THE WATCH

FOR THE PHONE

THE “WHOLE” STORY

FINALLY!!! I've been waiting a year for this keyboard to come back.
Hands down the best keyboard for your watch.

Finally a way to text via Smart watch that works! This keyboard is
not only easy to use, it actually makes typing fun - well done!

This is cool! Really quick to pick up on even without a tutorial. I have
not been able to send complex texts from my watch till now. Great!

I'm improving at a surprising rate. I don't know how you worked 
out how this layout and letter grouping is a good idea, but I'm im-

pressed, you've outdone yourself.
(READ THE WHOLE STORY BELOW)

Works for any number of situations, and I can write very long texts. 
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